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The following is the exact
text of the spoken speech, transcribed from recordings.
I am happy to join with you
today in what will go down in
history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the
history of our nation.
Five score years ago, a great
American, in whose symbolic
shadow we stand today, signed
the Emancipation Proclamation.
This momentous decree came as
a great beacon light of hope to
millions of Negro slaves who
had been seared in the flames of
withering injustice. It came as a
joyous daybreak to end the long
night of their captivity.
But one hundred years later,
the Negro still is not free. One
hundred years later, the life of
the Negro is still sadly crippled
by the manacles of segregation
and the chains of discrimination.
One hundred years later, the
Negro lives on a lonely island of
poverty in the midst of a vast

ocean of material prosperity.
One hundred years later, the
Negro is still languishing in the
corners of American society and
finds himself an exile in his own
land. So we have come here
today to dramatize a shameful
condition.
In a sense we have come to
our nation's capital to cash a
check. When the architects of
our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution
and
the
Declaration
of
Independence,
they
were
signing a promissory note to
which every American was to
fall heir. This note was a
promise that all men, yes, black
men as well as white men,
would be guaranteed the
unalienable rights of life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.
It is obvious today that
America has defaulted on this
promissory note insofar as her
citizens of color are concerned.
Instead of honoring this sacred

obligation, America has given
the Negro people a bad check, a
check which has come back
marked "insufficient funds." But
we refuse to believe that the
bank of justice is bankrupt. We
refuse to believe that there are
insufficient funds in the great
vaults of opportunity of this
nation. So we have come to cash
this check — a check that will
give us upon demand the riches
of freedom and the security of
justice. We have also come to
this hallowed spot to remind
America of the fierce urgency of
now. This is no time to engage in
the luxury of cooling off or to
take the tranquilizing drug of
gradualism. Now is the time to
make real the promises of
democracy. Now is the time to
rise from the dark and desolate
valley of segregation to the
sunlit path of racial justice. Now
is the time to lift our nation from
the quick sands of racial
injustice to the solid rock of

brotherhood. Now is the time to
make justice a reality for all of
God's children.
It would be fatal for the
nation to overlook the urgency
of the moment. This sweltering
summer of the Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass
until there is an invigorating
autumn of freedom and equality.
Nineteen sixty-three is not an
end, but a beginning. Those who
hope that the Negro needed to
blow off steam and will now be
content will have a rude
awakening if the nation returns
to business as usual. There will
be neither rest nor tranquility in
America until the Negro is
granted his citizenship rights.
The whirlwinds of revolt will
continue to shake the foundations of our nation until the
bright day of justice emerges.
But there is something that I
must say to my people who
stand on the warm threshold
which leads into the palace of

justice. In the process of gaining
our rightful place we must not be
guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us
not seek to satisfy our thirst for
freedom by drinking from the
cup of bitterness and hatred.
We must forever conduct
our struggle on the high plane of
dignity and discipline. We must
not allow our creative protest to
degenerate
into
physical
violence. Again and again we
must rise to the majestic heights
of meeting physical force with
soul force. The marvelous new
militancy which has engulfed
the Negro community must not
lead us to a distrust of all white
people, for many of our white
brothers, as evidenced by their
presence here today, have come
to realize that their destiny is
tied up with our destiny. They
have come to realize that their
freedom is inextricably bound to
our freedom. We cannot walk
alone.
As we walk, we must make

the pledge that we shall always
march ahead. We cannot turn
back. There are those who are
asking the devotees of civil
rights, "When will you be
satisfied?" We can never be
satisfied as long as the Negro is
the victim of the unspeakable
horrors of police brutality. We
can never be satisfied, as long as
our bodies, heavy with the
fatigue of travel, cannot gain
lodging in the motels of the
highways and the hotels of the
cities. We cannot be satisfied as
long as the Negro's basic
mobility is from a smaller ghetto
to a larger one. We can never be
satisfied as long as our children
are stripped of their selfhood
and robbed of their dignity by
signs stating "For Whites Only".
We cannot be satisfied as long as
a Negro in Mississippi cannot

DREAM
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All-Star Line-Up Set For
10th Anniversary Super Bowl
Gospel Celebration

For group ticket discounts and sales
contact Steve Marshall at 727-244-8119

TAMPA - Grammy awardwinning gospel superstars
including Donnie McClurkin,
Marvin Sapp, Mary Mary and
Hezekiah Walker will headline
the 10th Anniversary Super
Bowl Gospel Celebration on
F r i d a y, J a n . 3 0 , a t t h e
University of South Florida’s
SunDome. For the past decade,
the Super Bowl Gospel
Celebration has become a oneof-a-kind concert, which
showcases the best in gospel
on one stage with NFL stars.
Sanctioned by the National
Football League, the concert
has emerged as the premiere,
family friendly event where
the fans can experience their
favorite NFL players - out-ofthe-helmets and up-close-andpersonal for an inspirational
evening filled with the rich
culture of gospel music during
Super Bowl weekend. The Sun
Dome is located at 4202 East
Fowler Avenue in Tampa.
“Through our longstanding
partnership with the NFL,
the Super Bowl Gospel
Celebration has become a
highly anticipated entertainment event and has drawn
crowds in the thousands with
sellouts of venues located in
Super Bowl host cities around
the nation,” said the show’s
pr o d u c e r, M e l a n i e F e w,
founder and president of
Atlanta-based Results Inc.
“The 10th anniversary show
will be the most exciting to
date as we are planning the
biggest Super Bowl Gospel
Celebration ever with more
players and the electrifying
roster of Gospel stars.”

In addition to the gospel
icons, the commemorative
presentation of the Super Bowl
Gospel Celebration will also
feature the return of the NFL
Players All-Star Choir. NFL
stars and longtime event supporters such as Michael Gaines
(Bills), Ovie Mughelli
(Falcons), Richard Seymour
( P a t r i o t s ) , Tr o y Vi n c e n t
(Redskins/Retired), and Pro
Bo w l e r s To m m i e H a r r i s
(B e a r s ) a n d R a y L e w i s
(Ravens) were among the more
than 40 players that participated in last year’s debut performance of the NFL Players AllStar Choir.
“The unveiling of the
players’ choir as part of the
ninth Super Bowl Gospel
Celebration staged in Phoenix
ge n e r a t e d o v e r w h e l m i n g
excitement and we are
planning for an encore performance in Tampa that will be
equally as memorable,” said
Few.
Marked by an evening
filled with memorable
moments, the 10th anniversary
presentation of the Super Bowl
Gospel Celebration will be
produced in commemoration
of the show’s decade of
success. In 1998, Few, now
the only African-American
woman to hold NFL sanctioning for a gospel concert, recognized that many athletes and
fans desired a safe, entertaining venue to celebrate the big
game, and not only show their
love for football, but also be
in s p i r e d b y t h e u p l i f t i n g
sounds of gospel music. For
the past nine years Few as

produced the Super Bowl
Gospel Celebration under the
banner of Results, Inc., her
leading urban faith-based
entertainment and promotions
agency that works with leading
companies to develop faithbased initiatives to reach
the valued faith-oriented
consumer. Since the show’s
inception, the Super Bowl
Gospel Celebration has drawn
thousands with recent sellouts
of venues in major markets
hosting the Super Bowl
including Miami (James L.
Knight Center), Detroit (The
Masonic Temple), Jacksonville
(Shiloh Metropolitan Baptist
Church), Houston (Reliant
Arena), and Phoenix
(Symphony Hall). Gospel
icons making appearances at
SBGC concerts held over the
past 10 years include awardwinning musical greats such as
Yolanda Adams, Kirk Franklin,
Gladys Knight, Patti Labelle,
Cece Winans, Marvin Winans
and more.
Sponsors of the 10th
Anniversary Super Bowl
Gospel Celebration include
NFL Players, WRXB 1590AM
Radio and The Tampa Tribune.
A portion of the proceeds will
benefit the NFL YET Centers.
For more information on the
10th Anniversary Super Bowl
Gospel Celebration, visit
www.superbowlgospelcelebration.com. Ticket purchases are
available via Ticketmaster
outlets nationwide and online
at www.ticketmaster.com. For
group ticket discounts, contact
Steve
Marshall
at
727-244-8119.
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Words
cannot
contain my admiration for Terrie
Williams, a sister who has put her
pain on “front street” with her
book, “Black Pain – It Just Looks
Like We Aren’t Hurting” and
reminded all of us that depression
is not a crime but an illness.
Her foundation, the Stay
Strong Foundation has been
committed to lifting up the matter
of depression and teaching us to
treat the illness as just that, a source
of healing, not of shame.
This week, while the nation is
enraptured in inaugural euphoria,
Terrie Williams and her organization is a stark reminder that life
goes on. Thursday Jan. 15, Dr.
Martin Luther King’s birthday,
Williams is holding an event in
New York that will focuses on the
issue of depression – what it looks
like, sounds like and feels like. The
Rev. Al Sharpton, Susan Taylor,
Ruby Dee, Mo’Nique, Jeff
Johnson, Terrie McMillan and
others are among those lifting their
voices to encourage black people to
explore their pain.
Williams says, “that some of
our depression is a function of our

pressures on all of our well being.
With an unemployment rate
recently reported at 7.2 percent, and
11.9
percent
for
AfricanAmericans, we know that the “real
deal” is about 13.5 percent for the
overall population (since we don’t
count those folk who stopped
looking for work or those who work
part time and really want to work
full time) and about 20 percent (or
one in five) for African-Americans.
That’s enough to make the
strongest person discouraged,
especially if she is one of the ones
out of work or facing economic
challenges. That external trigger
may make a person sad, angry,
frustrated and even frightened; it
might also tip someone over the
edge to depression. Williams
would suggest looking at both the
internals and the externals.
How much of your reaction is
“about you?” How much is about
external conditions? Can you
separate them?
Rich folk are killing themselves because they can’t face the
consequences of poor investments.
They can’t imagine life without
means. The mythology of AfricanAmerican resilience suggests that
we don’t kill ourselves over
money. The mythology is partly

Jazz Legend Nina Simone once
sang: “Birds flying high, you know
how I feel. Sun up in the sky, you
know how I feel. Breeze driftin’ on
by, you know how I feel. It’s a new
dawn, it’ a new day, it’s a new life
for me…and I’m feelin’ good.”
Though I have heard the song
many times, never have the words
resonated with me as clearly as at
this moment in time. As we enter
the 111 Congress, I can feel the
electricity of that new dawn and
that new day of change that we
have longed for and that we truly
believe in. For the first time in a
long time I am “feelin’ good” about
our future and the start of Barack
Obama’s first term as president of
these United States.
As the newly elected Chair of
the Congressional Black Caucus, I
know that my CBC colleagues

would join me in saying that this is
a particularly proud moment for us.
To have one of our members
elected to the highest office in the
land is an achievement that will
serve to inspire our members to be
more diligent and committed in our
efforts to make this great nation
even greater.
Barack Obama’s successful bid
for the presidency is a transformative chapter in American history,
signaling a dramatic shift in our
nation’s politics and priorities. It is
an extraordinary event that illustrates to our neighbors’ abroad that
America has made tremendous
progress in breaking down racial
barriers that have historically
paralyzed our nation.
When Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. spoke a generation ago of the
dream he held for America, he envisioned exactly this type of moment,
where a man was judged by his
character, his intellect and his hard
work — and not by the color of his

skin or his race or his ancestry.
Now, children of color everywhere
can truly dream without limitations
and actualize the true promise of
this great land. When a young child
of color aspires to one day be the
president of the United States, we
can assure them, “Yes, you can!”
For 21 months President
Barack Obama issued a clarion call
for change and the message clearly
resonated with every group of
voters – young, old, white, black,
Latino, Asian, women, men and
across party lines. His message of
hope
inspired
millions
of
Americans who never participated
in the election process to stand up
and be counted for the very first
time in their lives.
As we celebrate Barack
Obama’s achievements we must
remember that we too play an
important part in his vision for
change. We must become engaged
citizens that are willing to stand up
for what is right and just. We have
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right. The suicide rate of AfricanAmericans was 5.25 per 100,000
people, compared to 10.75 per
100,000 people for whites. We are
half as likely to kill ourselves as
white folks are. Still, an unfortunate reality is that we attempt
suicide almost as frequently as
white people do. About 4.1 percent
of African-Americans attempt
suicide, compared to 4.6 percent of
whites. While history and stigma
may prevent older AfricanAmericans from considering,
attempting or completing suicide,
suicide was the third leading cause
of death of young AfricanAmericans, those 15-24.
Ouch! We may wear what
Williams calls the “game face” but
the data says that we are hurting.
Williams has given us permission to explore the sources of our
pain. She has forcefully asserted
that depression is not a crime but an
illness, that there is nothing to be
ashamed of and that we have
something to claim. Her Stay
Strong Foundation is a resource
and her Jan. 15 event is but one of a
series of actions she plans to
empower those in pain. So if you
are hurting, get help. Terrie
Williams is among those who will
make sure it is available.

Obama Presidency Brings New Dawn,
New Day For America

BY U.S. REP. BARBARA
LEE (D-CALIF.)
NNPA GUEST
COMMENTARY
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Not A Crime, But An Illness:
Black Folk And Depression
slave legacy. We had to hold it in –
our affection, our pain and our disappointment because feeling
allowed others to exploit our
weakness.”
We did not show affection, even
to our children; for fear that they
would be sold away from us. That
holding in has been passed down to
the point when some black folk
believe that you can pray your way
out of a clinical condition. To be
sure, prayer works but sometimes
prayer works with therapy, medication or recognition.”
Williams is candid about her
depression and the ways she
handled it. She is extremely transparent about her resistance to
therapy, to medication and the
ways that she felt she could fix her
illness herself.
Williams is also candid about
her path to health and healing and
in her book she shares that path
with others. Additionally, she interviews others who care to be candid
and transparent about their stories
and through their voices, she gives
other people permission to own
and acknowledge their own pain
and ways to heal it.
This is a good time to talk about
depression and pain, especially as
the economy inflicts external

The Weekly Challenger
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OPINION
BY JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
NNPA COLUMNIST

seen what can happen when
Americans mobilize behind a
dynamic candidate like Barack
Obama. Now we must channel that
same energy towards addressing
this country’s most pressing such as
access to quality healthcare,
education and economic empowerment.
This is our time, this is our task
and this is our moment. We stand at
the dawn of that new day. Let us not
only enjoy this historic achievement but also understand that we
have much work to do to bring
about the change that this country
so desperately needs.
I pledge to do everything
within my power to help President
Obama reverse the damaging
policies of the last eight years and
to positively move our nation into
its remarkable third century – one
that begins to unshackle the
burdens of our past and limited only
by our capacity to dream a new
future.

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
American Stage Theatre Company
Continues Its 30th Anniversary Season
With Pulitzer Prize Winner
August Wilson’s, ‘King Hedley II’

ST.
PETERSBURG
–
American Stage Theatre
Company continues its historic
30th anniversary season with its
next chapter in preeminent
African-American playwright
August Wilson’s “Century
Cy c l e”, “K ing H edle y II,”
running Jan. 21 through Feb 15.
“King Hedley II” will be
familiar in part to people who
saw American Stage’s critical hit
production of August Wilson’s
“Gem of the Ocean” last season.
The death of Aunt Ester, a
gamble to peddle refrigerators, a
garden of seeds and a final act of
retribution are the threads that
make up the tapestry of Wilson’s
1980s installment in the author's
renowned cycle of plays.
“King Hedley II” is recently
out of jail and trying to sell stolen
refrigerators in the poor side of
Pittsburg to raise enough money
to purchase a video store. As he
and his new family begin to rise
above their limited opportunities
to attain their Ronald Reagan-era
“American Dream,” a ghost from
the past re-enters Hedley’s life
that forces him to confront his
own pattern of petty violence and
self-destruction.
Directed by Bob Devin
Jones, “King Hedley II” stars
Sharon E. Scott, Postell Pringle,
Kim Sullivan, Brandii Edwards,
Bechir Sylvain and Alan Bomar
Jones.

“American Stage is the only
theatre of its size embarking on
Wilson’s Century Cycle,” said
Todd Olson, producing artistic
director. “We look forward to
bringing you all ten of Wilson’s
incredibly powerful plays over
the next several years.”
Performances and ticket
prices are as follows: Wednesday
and Thursday curtain is at 7:30
p.m.; Friday and Saturday curtain
is at 8 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday
matinee curtain is at 3 p.m.
Sign Language Interpreter
Performances: Jan. 23, 24 and
30.
Tickets prices are $24-$39
depending on date and time of
performance. Students Rush
tickets are $10, 30 minutes prior
to curtain.
Please call the American
Stage Box Office at (727) 823P L AY ( 7 5 2 9 ) o r g o t o
www.americanstage.org for
more information and to
purchase tickets.
American Stage Theatre
Company is located at 211 3rd St.
S. in the heart of downtown St.
Petersburg.
American Stage is a not-forprofit
professional
theatre
founded in 1977. The company’s
mission is to create the most satisfying live theatre in the Tampa
Bay area, accessible to all
members of the community.
Their vision is to preserve the

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday, Jan. 16 - Keyboard Explosion: Kenny Drew,
Jr., Richard Drexler, John Lamb, Don Capone Bayview Room, The Mahaffey Theater at Progress
Energy Center for the Arts, 400 1st Street, S. 7:30
p.m. Presented by Rick Gee's Jazz Jamm, Inc.
www.mahaffeytheater.com or 727-898-2100.

Sunday, Jan. 18 - Annual MLK Ecumenical/Multifaith Worship Service and Candlelight Vigil, Bethel
Metropolitan Church, 3455 26th Ave. S. 4 p.m. Pastor
Ricky Houston will conduct a service open to people
of all faiths, followed by a candleight vigil. Contact:
Abdul K. Ali, Congregations United for Community
Action (CUCA), 727-867-7067.
Photograph courtesy of American Stage
Scene from “King Hedley II”

greatest human stories from our
past, while creating the most
defining stories and storytelling
of our time. American Stage
presents six plays on its 142-seat
capacity Mainstage each year.
The very popular American
Stage in the Park celebrates its
24th season. American Stage will
move into a brand new state of
the art 188 seat performance
space in the 2008-09 season. The
theatre’s other programming

includes: School Tour, classes
and summer camp for children.
The Hough Family Foundation is
the Season Sponsors, Raymond
James is the Mainstage Sponsor
and WUSF 89.7 is the Radio
Sponsor of American Stage. This
production is sponsored by The
Power Broker Magazine, The
Weekly Challenger, Alfred T.
May and is co-sponsored by
Evan and Diana Whittle.

Monday, Jan. 19 - 23rd Annual MLK Leadership
Awards Breakfast, Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave. N. 7:30
a.m. Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr. keynote speaker.
$25 per person, proceeds benefit student scholarships. Contact: National Council of Negro Women/St.
Petersburg Metropolitan Section. 727-403-0144 or
896-2922.
Monday, Jan. 19 - 24th Annual National MLK Drum
Major for Justice Parade. Starts at 1:15 p.m. The
parade route begins at Third Ave. S. and Martin
Luther King St., proceeds north to Central Ave., east
to Bayshore Drive, and north to Fifth Ave. N., disbanding at Vinoy Park. www.mlknationalparade.org
or 727-327-6555.

FREE Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance Sites
in Pinellas County
Childs Park YMCA
691 43rd Street S.
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
727-209-9622

Clearwater Neighborhood Housing Services
608 N. Garden Ave.
Clearwater, FL 33755

EARN IT
You may be eligible for the EITC
(Earned Income Tax Credit) based on
your earnings and filing status. You may
also be eligible for the Child Tax Credit,
Elderly Credit or Disability Credit.

Enoch Davis Center
1111 – 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-893-7803
GRAYDI
13420 Adams Circle
Largo, FL 33774

KEEP IT

Take advantage of FREE quality
electronic filing by IRS certified tax
preparers. Don’t pay expensive tax
preparation or refund loan fees.

GROW IT
Open a bank account, build savings
or pay bills and improve your credit.
Ask about ways to put your money to
work for you.

The Wealth Building Coalition/Pinellas Prosperity Campaign is supported by JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County, United Way of Tampa Bay, Internal Revenue
Service, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Federal Reserve Bank, Bank of America, Wachovia Foundation, Pinellas County Government, WorkNet Pinellas and The Weekly
Challenger. Its mission is to promote and expand economic and asset-building opportunities for low- and moderate-income households throughout Pinellas County.

Daystar Life Center
226 - 6th Street S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-823-5993

Wealth Building Coalition
Pinellas Prosperity Campaign

High Point Neighborhood Family Center
5812 – 150th Ave. N.
Clearwater, FL 33760
727-533-0730

James B. Sanderlin Family Center
2335 – 22nd Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Lealman and Asian Center
4255 - 56th Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
727-520-9820
Pinellas Village
8384 Bayou Boardwalk
Largo, FL 33777
727-399-2500

Union Academy
401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr.
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
727-934-5881
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Gantt
Report
THE

BY LUCIUS GANTT

One of the first actions recommended by the new presidentelect was right on the money, so to speak.
Barack Obama called for a "stimulus plan" that would
benefit families, individuals and some small businesses.
Obama is 100 percent correct in his analysis of what the
American economy needs sooner than later.
But do African-Americans and other Americans understand
why?
Barack has to do what he has to do to keep the dollar from
dying a poor death.
The economic system in America is Capitalism. In fact,
America is the most capitalistic country in the world. When the
United States catches an economic cold, many countries around
the world get the rocking pneumonia and the boogie woogie flu!
When America stops buying, the world is in trouble because
Americans are the ones that shop the most, purchase the most
and borrow the most.
If this stimulus/bailout idea was truly intended to increase
purchasing transactions, black people would have gotten a
bailout.
I guarantee any money that comes into the black communities will be spent out of the black communities. Give us some

money and tell us to buy cars. Michigan factories couldn't make
enough Escalades and Navigators.
Seriously, there has to be an infusion of money distributed in
various ways across America to get people jobs and money to
buy houses.
The masses of people do not want the value of their
homestead to go down, down, down.
When property values begin to increase, there will be more
construction, more jobs, more bank deposits, more buying and
so forth.
What our people need to take from what Barack Obama has
requested the Congress to approve is that America, and black
America, don't have any problems that money can't solve.
Now since most unemployment, foreclosures, bankruptcies
and bad infrastructure is located in America's urban and black
communities, do you think a lot of the proposed stimulus money
should come to your neighborhood?
During MLK Day and Black History Month many of you
will be lulled into economic sleep by false prophets, poverty
pimps and others with talks about how great things are and how
happy we should be.
I say what Obama says, we need some damn money!

CLASSIFIED

If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents

540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlaw.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

The following job is currently available:
• Staff Assistant, Center for Counseling Health & Wellness

WELCH ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
1601 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages

MLF TOWERS

For information regarding the required qualifications, please
go to http://www.stpt.usf.edu/jobs
or visit the USF SP Human Resources, 140 Seventh Avenue S.,
BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.
USF is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access/Affirmative Action Institution.

Creal Funeral
Home

(Serving the Community at this Location Since 1966)

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Serving the community since 1950
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

Cleaning 4823 22nd Ave S. St. Pete, FL 33711 727-520-6328
Enterprise
CAR WASH & DETAILING
The Mayor: $10 (exterior only)
The Governor: $14.95 & up* (exterior/interior)
The V.P.: $45.00 & up (exterior/interior/wax)
Presidential: $85 & up (exterior/interior/wax/shampoo carpet)
FREE Hot Dog w/ Car Wash
Senior Citizens 10% Discount
Open Mon – Sat 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Sun 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

The Pinellas County Housing Authority (PCHA)
and St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA) are
hosting an educational workshop for potential bidders
(vendors, contractors, etc.). The workshop will provide
training on the housing authorities’ procurement
process, outline how to prepare an acceptable
responsive bid, and provide an opportunity for
vendors to get to know department staff.
Date: January 27, 2009
Time: 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Location: 11479 Ulmerton Road, Largo FL 33778

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

For more information,
please call 727-443-7684

HERO
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COMMUNITY NEWS
In Memory of A
Community Leader
and Friend

With

Heartfelt
Sympathy

Mr. Jade Moore

Lorian Williams

When the joys
are still remembered,
but the sorrow
has quietly gone.
There will
always be
a special place
in the heart where love lives on.

There is no way
to lessen the sorrow
of losing someone
so precious ...

Remembering Our
Friend Jade …
Colleagues,
Students, Friends
In Memory of A
Community Leader
and Friend

May it comfort you
to know that
all of us at The
Weekly Challenger
newspaper were so
very sorry to hear
of your loss.
... but please remember
that others care very
much and wish you
strength and comfort
at this time.

Ethel L. Johnson,
Publisher
And Staff

Special Program At
St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church
To Honor Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

This Sunday, Jan. 18, at
4:00 p.m. the congregation of
Saint Matthew's Episcopal
Church will sponsor a
wonderful program to honor
the life and legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. The
church is located at 738
Pinellas Point Dr. S., St.
Petersburg.
The
program
will
showcase the artistic talents of
several members of our local
churches, schools and
community.
Earnest Williams, former
City Councilman and owner
of Earnest Williams State
Farm Insurance Agency, will
give the “I Have A Dream”
address. This address was
delivered by Dr, King to more
than 200,000 people gathered
at the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, Aug. 26, 1963.
Poetry describing the civil
rights era will be recited by
members of the Delta
Academy and the youth of
Saint Matthew's Episcopal
Church. Praise selections will
be offered by the Gap Praise
Dancers of the 10th Street
Church of God and uplifting
gospel music will be rendered
by members of the Delta
Gems Gospel Choir and Saint
Matthew's Gospel Choir.

Enoch Davis Center
To Host The 29th
Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Essay
Contest Finals
The Enoch Davis Center,
1111 18th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, will host the 29th
Annual Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Essay Contest on
Thursday, Jan. 15 at 7:00 p.m.
The four judges for 2009
are John Leanes, Mackemia
Harvey, Jarvis Jones and
Martha Tunno. Serving as
moderator for the contest is
Beatriz Harvey, Brighthouse
Networks Western Operations
Retail Customer Care Sr.

Earnest Williams

City Councilman Jaime
Bennett will offer acknowledgements for the superb
efforts of all of the participants. The Reverend Carolyn
K. B i g g s , R e c t o r o f S a i n t
Matthew's, will officially
welcome those in attendance.
The program's facilitator and
mistress of ceremony is retired
Pinellas educator, Deloris A.
Graves along with music
director of the church, Jeanie
Locicero.
Please plan to attend this
event.

Manager.
This event is free and open
to the public. Refreshments
will be served and Mt. Calvary
M.B. Church will provide
entertainment. Co-sponsored
by Gibbs High Class of 1968
and the St. Petersburg Chapter
of the Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Commemorative Celebration
Committee Inc.
For more details, contact
Wanda Mitchell, 727-8937803.

Abused Children
Need Advocates
An abused child needs you
to speak up for them.
In Pinellas County over
1200 children need a volunteer
Guardian to advocate for them
in court and the child welfare
system.
The average time needed
is four to six hours a month.
A Guardian ad Litem
becomes familiar with the
child’s case and makes recommendations to the court to help
ensure the child has a safe,
caring and stable environment.

You are well trained and
supported by an experienced
supervisory and legal staff.
The next class will start
Feb. 17, and will meet five
weeks,
Tuesday
and
Wednesday evenings from
6:00 to 9:00, at the Criminal
Justice Center, 14250 49th St.
N., Clearwater.
To attend a half hour orientation call 464-6528.
For more information and
an
application
go
to
www.guardianadlitem6.org.

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

$990

Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available

5233 118 Ave. North
Clearwater, FL 33760

727-572-4355
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Church Announcement

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church,
under the leadership of its dynamic, spirited, man
of God, the Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and Trustees and the entire
congregation of St. Mark, extends to the
community, at large, its wishes that there would be
an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events for January
Jan. 16-Church outing to First Baptist Church
in Sun City, Fla. Time: 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 19-Martin Luther King Day/Parade
Jan. 20-Church outing to True Light M. B
Church at 7:30 p.m.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both children and
adults of all ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00
p.m. Members and the general public are invited to

come out and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every
Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring Ministry:
Neighbors Involved in Kids Education (N.I.K.E.).
Open to all school age children ever Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. all Ages:
Reading Specialist; Free computer class for
children and youth. In addition, there is tutorial
assistance for Math (Algebra and Geometry) and
Senior Focus for all High School Seniors (FCAT,
ACT/SAT); assistance with college applications,
essay and financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St. Mark Computer
Lab will be open and available for use on Tuesday and
Wednesday evenings from 5:30 pm. to 7:30 p.m.

Bully-Safe School Program

Pinellas Central Elementary,
10501 58th St. N, Pinellas Park,
will be the first Florida school to
see benefits from a pilot Bully
Safe Program that has been successful in England. The program,
“R Time” (Relationships to
Improve Education), reduces
bullying by teaching respect for
others and a return to good oldfashioned manners. On Jan. 15,
there will be “R Time” demonstrations with students in classrooms, a school staff workshop
and opportunities to speak with
Bill Voors, director, Bully Safe
Schools, regarding the American

launch of the program.
There are approximately 30
activities for each grade level
from Pre-K through fifth grade.
One advantage of “R Time” is
that it produces positive results
in a short period of time - about
15 minutes per week for a
lesson. Research has shown the
program is effective in reducing
bullying, helping children make
more friends and helping
children think more about the
feelings of others.
Bully Safe Schools, a
national leader in researchbased
bullying
prevention

services, provides a wide range
of services to schools including
trainings, workshops and stateof-the-art online surveys and
products to help create bullysafe schools. Over the past six
years the program has grown
from a relatively unknown
program, to one that is being
used throughout the country. So
far, the program has been introduced to schools in Indiana,
Illinois, Ohio and Texas.
For more information,
contact Jan Urbanski, supervisor, Safe and Drug Free Schools,
(727) 588-6130.

Hundreds Of Children
Try Out For Snoop Bowl VII

TAMPA (AP) - Hundreds of
children in the Tampa Bay area
are trying out for a spot on a
youth football team to play in
Snoop Bowl VII.
Held the day before the
Super Bowl, the game is a
charity event that pits a Los
Angeles youth football team,

coached by rapper Snoop Dogg,
against a team from the Super
Bowl host city. Snoop’s team
won last year.
Roughly 350 youths ages 10
and 11 tried out Saturday for 30
slots on the local team. Former
Gator defensive end Thaddeus
Bullard and Pee Wee coaches

helped run the youths through
drills to judge their skills.
Former Buccaneer Mike
Alstott is the team’s official
coach.
The Jan. 31 game tales place
at Gaither High School. Tickets
are $15 to $40.

History In The Making:
An Inauguration Luncheon

ST. PETERSBURG - As
Washington D.C. gears up for its
record influx of visitors for the
coming inauguration ceremonies,
some of St. Petersburg’s most
active community leaders are
finalizing plans for a local celebration of the nationally-historic
day.
The Friends of the Dr. Carter
G. Woodson African American
Museum, along with the
International Association of

Firefighters — Local 747, will
host “History in the Making,” an
Inauguration Luncheon, on Jan.,
20 at the St. Petersburg
Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N., from
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
“This is an once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to witness one of our
nation’s most proud moments,”
said Terri Lipsey-Scott, Chair of
the Woodson Museum Board of
Trustees. “The outpouring of
support and interest we have

received from people who want
to be a part of the festivities, but
are not traveling to Washington
has been enormous. The
luncheon ensures that witnessing
opportunity – regardless of travel
plans - and is an ideal forum for
our city to come together in celebration of this transformative
time in our country’s history.”
For more information or to
reserve tickets, please call the
museum at (727) 323-1104.

Clear Up Confusion!

Get answers from the
Department of Children and
Families ACCESS Community
Partner, certified to assist individuals through the online
application and recertification
process for food stamps, cash
assistance and Medicaid (full,
or medically needy/share of
cost). They can also assist in the
application for the “Florida
Discount Drug Card” program,
and we also represent all the

major Medicare Advantage
Plans in the state of Florida
under Medicare Part C.
They offer assistance to
Medicare beneficiaries with
various subsidies, which can
reimburse monies to individuals
for costs associated with their
monthly Medicare Part B
premiums and Part D prescription drugs.
Medicare beneficiaries can
visit the center for assistance

related to their benefits. Inhome visits can also be
requested. Medicare beneficiaries hold the red, white and blue
card and are usually older adults
(age 65+) or younger persons
who have Medicare because of
a disability.
They are located at 1127
22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, in
Midtown. For more information, call 727-289-7191.

HIGHLIGHTS
FROM THE

Legislative Special Session

BY DARRYL ROUSON, DISTRICT 55 STATE REPRESENTATIVE
One year ago, when I decided to run for
the District 55 State Representative seat previously held by some great men, little did I
realize what this whole "political process"
was all about. I mean I had helped in many
campaigns and been around politics and
politicians but there is nothing like when you
are the seat holder.
I love this District and have lived in it
most of my life. I understand the needs and
the desires of the people. From its most
affluent parts to the poorest areas, I understand it.
My greatest ambition is not now for
higher office or for any appointment to a plum
safe agency executive position. My greatest
ambition is to be an effective legislator, advocating and creating opportunities first for the
people of my district and secondly, for the
people of the great state of Florida.
Sometimes that conflicts.
These are the worst economic times this
State and our country has seen in my lifetime.
There is no money to spread around. There is
very little bacon to bring home let alone any
steak! In fact, the most any of us can do as legislators is protect what we can; stave off as
much as we can and pray that it gets better
before the next session and rounds of cuts.
I am doing what I can in a Republican
controlled legislature to hold the bottom line
and keep it from falling from under the least
or the most vulnerable of us. This is a tough
job and not for the faint of heart.
I have attended public hearings in
Hillsborough, Pinellas, Sarasota and Manatee
counties. I have heard from individual constituents to corporate citizens, from education
officials to health care officials and from
judges to other agencies of government about

their needs. I have listened and I understand
the pain that is being caused by the budget
crisis. I am daily reminded of my college
freshman year where my political science
professor taught us that politics is the process
of allocating scarce resources for the greatest
good. Never does that ring more true than
right now.
I do however have some legislative priorities. I am very concerned about affordable
housing, public safety, holding the line and
increasing where we can funding for
education and the judiciary. I believe in
exposing the hypocrisy of crack pipes and
water pipes used to smoke and ingest illegal
drugs sold under the guise of being tobacco
accessories. As a legislature, I would strongly
urge my colleagues to consider all creative
and novel ideas of raising revenue as we
cannot merely cut our way out of this crisis.
This crisis is going to take the cooperation
of all of us. It is going to take belt tightening
and watching very closely our standard of
living. We must create jobs and stimulate the
economy. I am going to work hard on those
things. I believe that it is going to take a bipartisan and non-partisan collaboration of legislators. I am going to work hard to use relationships that have been built across party
lines, across educational limitations and
across economic status.
Recovery is not going to be pretty every
day nor will it be easy. But recovery will come
if we work at it steadily, one day at a time and
one issue at a time. We must be transparent
about what did not work and become more
equitable in who bears the burden of what
didn't work and how we work out of it.
We will see good times again.
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“Celebrating Our History

DREAM

continued from front page

vote and a Negro in New York
believes he has nothing for
which to vote. No, no, we are
not satisfied, and we will not be
satisfied until justice rolls
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.
I am not unmindful that
some of you have come here
out of great trials and tribulations. Some of you have come
fresh from narrow jail cells.
Some of you have come from
areas where your quest for
freedom left you battered by
the storms of persecution and
staggered by the winds of
police brutality. You have been
the veterans of creative
suffering. Continue to work
with the faith that unearned
suffering is redemptive.
Go back to Mississippi, go
back to Alabama, go back to
South Carolina, go back to
Georgia, go back to Louisiana,
go back to the slums and
ghettos of our northern cities,
knowing that somehow this
situation can and will be
changed. Let us not wallow in
the valley of despair.
I say to you today, my
friends, so even though we face
the difficulties of today and
tomorrow, I still have a dream.
It is a dream deeply rooted in
the American dream.
I have a dream that one day
this nation will rise up and live
out the true meaning of its
creed: "We hold these truths to
be self-evident: that all men are
created equal."
I have a dream that one day
on the red hills of Georgia the
sons of former slaves and the
sons of former slave owners
will be able to sit down

together at the table of brotherhood.
I have a dream that one day
even the state of Mississippi, a
state sweltering with the heat
of injustice, sweltering with the
heat of oppression, will be
transformed into an oasis of
freedom and justice.
I have a dream that my four
little children will one day live
in a nation where they will not
be judged by the color of their
skin but by the content of their
character.
I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one
day, down in Alabama, with its
vicious racists, with its
governor having his lips
dripping with the words of
interposition and nullification;
one day right there in Alabama,
little black boys and black girls
will be able to join hands with
little white boys and white girls
as sisters and brothers.
I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day
every valley shall be exalted,
every hill and mountain shall
be made low, the rough places
will be made plain, and the
crooked places will be made
straight, and the glory of the
Lord shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together.
This is our hope. This is the
faith that I go back to the South
with. With this faith we will be
able to hew out of the mountain
of despair a stone of hope. With
this faith we will be able to
transform the jangling discords
of our nation into a beautiful
symphony of brotherhood.
With this faith we will be able
to work together, to pray
together, to struggle together,
to go to jail together, to stand
up for freedom together,

knowing that we will be free
one day.
This will be the day when
all of God's children will be
able to sing with a new
meaning, "My country, 'tis of
thee, sweet land of liberty, of
thee I sing. Land where my
fathers died, land of the
pilgrim's pride, from every
mountainside, let freedom
ring."
And if America is to be a
great nation this must become
true. So let freedom ring from
the prodigious hilltops of New
Hampshire. Let freedom ring
from the mighty mountains of
New York. Let freedom ring
from
the
heightening
Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!
Let freedom ring from the
snowcapped
Rockies
of
Colorado!
Let freedom ring from the
curvaceous
slopes
of
California!
But not only that; let
freedom ring from Stone
Mountain of Georgia!
Let freedom ring from
Lookout
Mountain
of
Tennessee!
Let freedom ring from
every hill and molehill of
Mississippi. From every mountainside, let freedom ring.
And when this happens,
when we allow freedom to
ring, when we let it ring from
every village and every hamlet,
from every state and every city,
we will be able to speed up that
day when all of God's children,
black men and white men, Jews
and Gentiles, Protestants and
Catholics, will be able to join
hands and sing in the words of
the old Negro spiritual, "Free at
last! free at last! thank God
Almighty, we are free at last!"

Is An Everyday Thing”
Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Nathaniel Clifton
Nathaniel
“Sweetwater”
Clifton (Oct. 13, 1922) was an
American multi-sport athlete
best known as the first AfricanAmerican to sign a contract to
play in the National Basketball
Association.
Born in Little Rock, Ark.,
(according to the Social
Security Administration death
records, he was born Clifton
Nathaniel) Clifton was given
the “Sweetwater” nickname as a
boy because of his love of soft
drinks. His family moved to
Chicago, Ill., where he became
an outstanding basketball and
baseball player at DuSable High
School, graduating in 1942. He
attended Xavier University of
Louisiana and then served with
the United States Army for three
years, fighting for his country in
Europe during World War II.
After the war, Sweetwater

Clifton joined the New York
Rens, an all-black professional
basketball team that toured
throughout the United States.
Noted for his large hands, which
required size 14 gloves, he was
invited to join the Harlem

Globetrotters with which he
would play from the summer of
1948 to the spring of 1950. Still
a talented baseball first
baseman, during the basketball
off-season in 1949 Clifton
played for the Chicago
American Giants in Negro
League baseball. By 1950, his
performance
with
the
Globetrotters, in particular his
exceptional
ball
handling
ability, led to his becoming the
first African-American player to
sign a contract with an NBA
team.
Already 27 when he made
his debut as a member of the
New York Knicks, in his first
season Clifton helped lead the
team to its first-ever appearance
in the NBA finals. During his
eight seasons in the NBA,
Clifton averaged 10 points and
nine rebounds per game. He was
named to the 1957 NBA AllStar team, scoring eight points
in 23 minutes in the game. At
age 34, he became the oldest
player in NBA history to be
named an All-Star.
In 1957, Clifton was part of
a multi-player trade between the
Knicks and the Detroit Pistons,
but after one season in Detroit
he retired from basketball. In
the summer of 1958, he joined
the Detroit Clowns baseball
team in the Negro Leagues,
along with his former Harlem
Globetrotters teammate Reece
“Goose” Tatum.
In 1961, he was coaxed out
of retirement by the Chicago
Majors of the fledgling
American Basketball League.
After the league folded at the

Nathaniel Clifton

end of 1962, the 40-year-old
Clifton retired for good.
Clifton’s contributions to
his community during his
sporting career and after his
playing days have been recognized by the Associated Black
Charities of New York City.
They have honored him by
naming one of the Black
History Maker Awards the
“Nathaniel
‘Sweetwater’
Clifton Award.” In 2005, the
New York Knicks basketball
team re-named their monthly
City Spirit Award in his honor.
The Sweetwater Clifton City
Spirit Award is given to a
member of the community who
goes above and beyond his or
her normal duties to make the
lives of others in the tri-state
area better.
On his passing on Aug. 31,
1990, Sweetwater Clifton was
interred in the Restvale
Cemetery in the Chicago suburb
of Alsip.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Obama Featured
In Spider-Man
Comic Book
Mama Afrika: Zenzile Miriam Makeba
‘The Empress Of African Song’
How many times have we
heard someone say, “The older
I get, the faster time flies by!?”
I’ll wager that you’re saying
“Oh yea, many, many, many
times.” Personally, since I’ve
become an independent correspondent more than four short
years ago for The Weekly
Challenger, I’ve had the opportunity to truly experience the
so-called “flying of time.”
When I have written about
various entertainers by either
announcing an achievement by
them or their demise, it’s
impossible not to reflect on the
years that have passed us by.
So it is now, while writing
about “Mama Afrika” or as
known by her many thousands
of fans “Miriam Makeba” that
I’m realizing, once again, that
much time has passed us by.
Think about it. It seems
like only yesterday that we
were expressing excitement and
delight in the unique style,
lyrics, and rhythm of Miriam
Makeba’s vocal talent. To think
that I would have passed her by
if it had not been for one of this
column’s
faithful
readers
“Pingpongrog” (email screen
name). Just recently, I received
an email from this reader saying
“…but I was a little surprise of
no mention of the passing of
Miriam Makeba, I thought she
deserved a sentence or two.”
What
an
understatement!
Miriam
“Zenzi”
Makeba
deserves far more than “a
sentence or two.”
Sad news for sure, Makeba
passed away on Nov. 10, 2008
at the age of 76 years. She
became ill while performing in
concert. She suffered a heart
attack after singing her hit tune
“Pata Pata.” She was one of the

most audible of spokespeople
for many causes; especially
during the years of South
Africa’s apartheid system from
the 1960s until it was brought
down in the early 1990s.
Born in a Johannesburg
suburb, Makeba was given the
name of “Zenzi,” meaning “you
have no one to blame but
yourself.” Makeba’s professional start happened in the
1950s when she put together
her own group called The
Skylarks. The Skylarks’ itiniery
was a blend of jazz and traditional melodies of South Africa.
Although considered to be a
successful recording artist,
financially Makeba was not
getting fair treatment. Thus, she
was anxious to make a go of it
in the United States.
A big break came when
Makeba traveled to London
where she had the opportunity
to meet Calypsonian vocalist
and icon Harry Belafonte.
Belafonte helped her to gain
entry to and well-deserved
fame in the United States. Here
is where Makeba released many
of her most famous hits that
included “Pata Pata” and “The
Click Song.” These two songs
formed the basis of her repertoire and remained the most
popular songs throughout her
career. She struck gold in 1966,
when she won a Grammy
Award
for
“Best
Folk
Recording”
with
Harry
Belafonte for “An Evening
With Belafonte/Makeba.” The
album dealt with the political
plight of black South Africans
under apartheid.
Makeba lived a life of ups
and downs being exiled from
South Africa, while at the same
time living an exciting life in

the United States. Ironically,
following her three-decadelong exile, her return to South
Africa was celebrated as though
a queen was restoring her
monarchy. She continued to
record and tour in the United
States, meeting Hollywood
celebrities, and experiencing a
career highlight performing
along with Marilyn Monroe at
the famous birthday celebration
for President John F. Kennedy.
Other highlights included her
speaking before the United
Nations Special Committee on
Apartheid, and receiving an
invitation
from
Ethiopian
Emperor Haile Selassie to
perform at the inauguration of
the Organization of African
Unity.
Makeba was married a total
of five times, the third in 1964
to Hugh Masekela, the South
African jazz trumpeter. Later
on, in 1968, she married
Trinidadian civil rights activist
and
Student
Non-violent
Coordinating Committee leader
Stokely Carmichael, which
caused quite a bit of controversy in the United States. Her
record deals and tours were
cancelled, and resulted in the
couples decision to relocate to
Guinea.
Makeba separated from
Carmichael in 1973, and
continued to perform in Africa,
South America and Europe.
Some may recall seeing her
perform in the documentary
“Rumble In the Jungle,” a
boxing
match
between
Muhammad Ali and George
Foreman held in Zaire. Another
feather in her cap was serving
as the Guinean delegate to the
United Nations for which she
won the Dag Hammarskjöld
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Peace Prize in 1986.
In 2004, Makeba was voted
38th in the Top 100 Great South
Africans, and the following
year she started a worldwide
farewell tour. Included on her
performance schedule for her
final tour were all of the
countries that she had visited
during her working life.
A memorial service was
held
for
Makeba
in
Johannesburg, South Africa on
Nov. 15, 2008. A quote from her
Web site homepage stated, “She
never forgot her struggle
throughout her life, and never
stopped identifying with those
who were downtrodden and
who suffered. She was an outstanding South African, and
indeed a gracious and true
citizen of the World.”
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my Web site
at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aol.com. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St. S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

WASHINGTON
Spider-Man has a new
sidekick: The president-elect.
Barack Obama collected
Spider-Man comics as a
child, so Marvel Comics
wanted to give him a “shoutout back” by featuring him in
a bonus story, said Joe
Quesada, Marvel’s editor-inchief.
“How great is that? The
commander in chief to be is
actually a nerd in chief,”
Quesada said. “It was really,
really cool to see that we had
a geek in the White House.
We’re all thrilled with that.”
The comic starts with
Spider-Man’s alter-ego Peter
Parker taking photographs at
the inauguration, before
spotting
two
identical
Obamas.
Parker decides “the future
president’s
gonna
need
Spider-Man,” and springs into
action, using basketball to
determine the real Obama and
punching out the impostor.
Obama thanks him with a
fist-bump.
Marvel comics have
featured most presidents, but
generally in walk-on roles,
Quesada said.
“I think President Nixon
might have appeared on the
cover, but not in a good way,”

The cover of
The Amazing Spider-Man
featuring President-elect
Barack Obama

he said.
Obama has said that as a
child, he collected SpiderMan and Conan the Barbarian
comic books. His Senate Web
site used to have a photo of
him posing in front of a
Superman statue.
The Obama story is a
bonus in Marvel Comic’s
Amazing Spider-Man #583,
available in comic book shops
nationwide on Jan. 14 for
$3.99 and is expected to sell
out, with half the covers
devoted to Obama.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Colts Coach Tony Dungy Retires

Tony Dungy at retirement
press conference

BY MICHAEL MAROT

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) Tony Dungy always considered
football just a career path.
Not his life's mission.
On Monday, Dungy began
the transition from head coach to
full-time dad and devoted
volunteer by announcing his
retirement after seven years
leading the Indianapolis Colts.
“We just felt this was the
right time,” Dungy said. Don't
shed any tears for me. I got to live
a dream most people don't get to
live.”
The move triggered a succession plan Indianapolis put in
place a year ago, making Jim
Caldwell, the associate head
coach, Dungy's replacement.
But the culmination of a 31year NFL career, which started
with Dungy winning a Super
Bowl ring as a player in
Pittsburgh and ended two years
after he became the first black
coach to hoist the Lombardi
Trophy, brought out some rare
emotional moments from the
usually stoic Dungy.
“My wife Lauren told me to
bring some Kleenex. I thought I
would make it a little farther than
the first sentence,” Dungy said,
his voice cracking.
He told owner Jim Irsay of
his decision Sunday.
“And we spent about 21/2
hours crying,” Dungy said. “But I
had a real peace about it.”
The 53-year-old Dungy
informed his staff of the decision
Monday morning, then met with
some players after the traditional
one-week waiting period ended.
Dungy and his wife, Lauren,
spent the last five years dis-

cussing whether he should
continue coaching.
Receivers coach Clyde
Christensen, who served as
Dungy's assistant the last 13
years, said he was 95 percent
certain Dungy would return as
recently as Friday. Others, like
safety Melvin Bullitt, were still
hopeful Monday afternoon that
Dungy would change his mind.
Unlike the previous four
years, when Dungy ultimately
decided to continue coaching, he
decided it was time to stay home
and work in the community.
Perhaps for good.
“I think I've got a responsibility to be home a little bit more, be
available to my family a little bit
more and do some things to help
make our country better,” Dungy
said. “I don't know what that is
right now, but we'll see.”
Dungy made a remarkable
impact around the league. In an
era when there were few black
head coaches, Dungy helped
open the door to rising stars and a
growing number of minority candidates. Among those from his
Tampa Bay staff who have had
head coaching jobs are Herm
Edwards, now with Kansas City,
Chicago's
Lovie
Smith,
Pittsburgh's Mike Tomlin and
former Detroit coach Rod
Marinelli.
Dungy also set league
records for most consecutive
playoff seasons (10) and consecutive 12-win seasons (six), and
leaves with the highest average
of regular-season victories of any
coach in league history (10.7).
And those around the league
acknowledged Dungy's legacy
will be the way he won.
“People often say that teams
reflect their head coach, and that
can be said of Tony Dungy's
teams, which are consistent
winners every single year,” New
England coach Bill Belichick
said. “Tony has been such a
fixture in this league that his
absence will take some getting
used to.”
Dungy has always considered faith, family and football to
be his priorities.

But he always wound up
back on the sideline. Last year, he
returned to help open the Colts'
new stadium after Irsay agreed to
let Dungy commute home on his
private jet.
Although Dungy said the
travel was not a burden and
enjoyed this season, clearly, the
time away from home was
something that tugged at Dungy's
heart.
Even Irsay sensed this would
be Dungy's last go-around before
their Sunday night meeting.
“I knew this day would come
some time, it always does in life,”
Irsay said, tearing up. “It's been
an incredible journey, and as an
owner, I think, you dream of
having the kind of relationship
with a head coach that I've had
with Tony.”

Tony Dungy holding Super
Bowl Trophy

The decision came a little
more than a week after the Colts
lost their first playoff game for
the second straight season, and it
ends a coaching career in which
Dungy reached one NFC championship game and two AFC
championship games.
In addition, Dungy finished
his six-year tenure in Tampa and
his seven-year stint in Indy as the
career leader in victories for both
franchises, finishing with an
overall record of 148-79.
But the critics always questioned
Dungy's
postseason
numbers. In Tampa, his adopted
hometown, Dungy went 2-4 in
the playoffs and failed to reach
the Super Bowl. He was 7-6 in
Indy, failing to advance past the
first game four times.
“You always think you can
win a few more,” Dungy said.
``But I won't look back and think

that we could have won one more
if I had put more time in.''
While the city of Tampa
reveres Dungy for turning a
moribund franchise into a
perennial playoff team, Indy's
bond with Dungy was just as
strong.
The city applauded Dungy's
achievement when he finally
won the Super Bowl and rallied
around Dungy's family when he
endured his greatest tragedy his
son's suicide in 2005.
“His biggest legacy will be
all the people around the country
who he's inspired to be better and
to deal with some of life's
tragedies in a manner that gives
people a lot of strength,”
Edwards said. “What he went
through with his son and how he
handled it, was something that
says a lot about Tony, his faith
and what he stands for.”
What's next for Dungy is
unclear. He has been involved for
years in prison ministries, with
Family First and as part of AllPro Dads.
“Where my heart is, is really
with our young men right now,”
Dungy said. “We have so many
guys that didn't grow up like me,
didn't have their dad there and
that's something I'm very, very
interested in.”
He also believes the Colts
will continue to win under
Caldwell, who takes over after
spending the past eight seasons
on Dungy's staff. Caldwell spent
seven of those seasons, one in
Tampa, as the quarterbacks coach
before being elevated to associate
head coach last January.
Caldwell's only other head
coaching experience came at
Wake Forest, where he went 2663 from 1993-2000.
But it will take more than
wins and losses to fill Dungy's
shoes.
“Tony Dungy taught us all
how to handle triumph and
tragedy with dignity and grace,”
NFL
commissioner
Roger
Goodell said. “Although we will
miss him, Tony is a great man
and his impact will be part of the
NFL forever.”

Florida's Tebow Has Shoulder Surgery

Tim Tebow

GAINESVILLE (AP) Florida quarterback Tim Tebow
had surgery on his right shoulder

Monday and was expected to be
ready for spring practice in April.
The 2007 Heisman Trophy
winner had surgery at Shands
Florida Surgical Center to remove
a bone spur and hopefully reduce
chronic inflammation.
Tebow announced Sunday
that he will return for his senior
season.
He injured his non-throwing
shoulder against Kentucky in
October 2007 and re-aggravated
it earlier this season. He had
painkilling injections before each
of the final six games last season.
It was unclear whether he
received shots this season.

“The surgery went well,”
team physician Dr. Pete
Indelicato said in a statement.
“He should be able to begin
throwing in the next three to four
weeks and a full recovery is
expected.”
Tebow threw 32 touchdown
passes in 2007, ran for 23 more
scores and became the first
sophomore to win the Heisman.
He did less this season, but
accomplished more by leading
the Gators to their second
national title in three years.
Tebow completed 64 percent
of his passes for 2,746 yards with
30 touchdowns and four intercep-

tions this season. He also led the
team in rushing for the second
straight year, gaining 673 yards
and scoring 12 times.
He earned the offensive MVP
award in the Bowl Championship
Series title game against
Oklahoma. Tebow was 18-of-30
passing for 231 yards, with two
touchdowns and two interceptions in the 24-14 victory. He also
ran for 109 yards, most of it in the
second half.
Florida coach Urban Meyer
said Sunday that receiver Louis
Murphy and guard Carl Johnson
also were going to have knee
surgery.

The Road To The Super Bowl
NFC Championship AFC Championship

The Arizona Cardinals will host the

The Pittsburgh Steelers will host the

Philadelphia Eagles

Baltimore Ravens

Sunday at 3:00 p.m. on FOX

Sunday at 6:30 p.m. on CBS

Eagles And Ravens
Not Huge Surprises

The Baltimore Ravens

BY DAVE GOLDBERG

It's time for everyone
shocked by three road
underdogs winning NFL playoff
games this weekend to take a
step back and reflect.
Was any result other than
Arizona's blowout win in
Carolina really so shocking?
Yes, sixth-seeded teams
beat top-seeded teams in both
conferences, with Baltimore
beating Tennessee on Saturday,
then Philadelphia defeating the
New York Giants on Sunday.
But the Ravens and Eagles
were hardly true No. 6 seeds.
Philly had won five of six going
into its game at the
Meadowlands, where it won
five weeks ago. And Baltimore
would have been a second seed
if not for referee Walt
Coleman's ability to discern that
Santonio Holmes had two feet
down and the ball an inch or so
over the goal line on what
turned out the touchdown catch
that decided the AFC North.
That was the second of two
close losses to the Steelers, the
team the Ravens will face in
Pittsburgh on Sunday.
So the only shock is that
Arizona, a team that a lot of
folks didn't think was worthy of
being in the postseason, is a win
away from the Super Bowl.
Give credit to coach Ken
Whisenhunt for getting his team
refocused after some awful lateseason results, including a 47-7
loss in New England and a 4820 Thanksgiving night defeat in
Philadelphia against the team it
will face Sunday.
Until that 33-13 win in
Charlotte, the Cardinals had
been the only NFC franchise not
to make it to the conference title
game since the NFL-AFL
merger in 1970. Yes, even
Detroit got there after the 1991
season.
Their last title of any kind
was in 1947 as the Chicago
Cardinals when Charley Trippi,
wearing basketball shoes on an
icy Comiskey Park field, totaled
206 yards, 102 on two punt
returns and the Cards beat Steve
Van Buren and the Eagles 2821. The Eagles returned the
favor the next season, beating
the Cardinals 7-0 in
Philadelphia for the title.
“I've been an underdog
forever,” said Antonio Smith, a
member of the Cardinals for his
entire five-year career. “It's
about time we finally proved to
everybody what we have.”
Smith started the turnover
festival by Jake Delhomme by
stripping the ball from the
Carolina quarterback, then
falling on it to set up Arizona's
go-ahead touchdown.
Delhomme followed with five
interceptions, one of the most
futile QB performances in
playoff history even Ryan Leaf

never did that in a career in
which he finished 4-21 as a
starter.
The other two upsets?
Yes, the home teams were
favored and, yes, both could
have won.
Te n n e s s e e o u t g a i n e d
Baltimore 391-211 but lost
rookie RB Chris Johnson, the
spark to their offense with an
ankle injury in the second half
and turned the ball over three
times in what turned out to be a
13-10 loss. Then the Ravens got
a break when a flag wasn't
thrown after the play clock ran
out before the 23-yard thirddown pass from Joe Flacco to

The Philadelphia Eagles

Todd Heap that set up Matt
Stover's winning field goal.
The Giants, who lost three
of their final four games, held
Philly to 34 yards in the first
281/2 minutes but led only 8-7.
Blame that on some dubious
offensive playcalling and Eli
Manning's continued inability
to
play
well
in
the
Meadowlands wind.
Then Donovan McNabb
got himself into rhythm on a 68yard drive after New York left
too much time on the first-half
clock and Philly ended up
winning 23-11.
Even the Giants weren't too
surprised.
“Obviously, you would like
to come into this time of year
playing your best ball and
obviously we didn't do that,”
defensive end Justin Tuck said
Monday. “Philadelphia came in
here and they played a great
game, they beat us, and they
earned the right to go on and
play Arizona.”
In fact, the Giants of last
year are the perfect example of
why there are no real upsets in
the playoffs.
They were 10-6 in the
regular season and seeded fifth,
then won three road games and
upset unbeaten and presumably
unbeatable New England in the
Super Bowl.
As for Philadelphia, the
Eagles have never won a Super
Bowl, something the residents
of southeastern Pennsylvania
know all too well.
But they also have been one
of the league's most consistent
winners in the 10 seasons that
McNabb has been their quarterback this will be their fifth NFC
title game in that span. They are
three-point favorites on the road
in Arizona, in part because of
that 28-point Thanksgiving win,
in part because their history is so
much more distinguished than
the Cardinals.
But history tells you that
Arizona can win.
All you have to do is look at
those Eagles-Cardinals games
60 years ago.
The home team won on
both occasions.
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STATE NEWS
Student Reporter Gets
Inaugural Press Credentials

WEST PALM BEACH - The
hardest working 10-year-old in
the news business just learned
that its all paying off.
The Presidential Inaugural
Committee has been following
Damon Weaver's quest to cover
the inauguration as a correspondent. The 5th grader at Canal
Point Elementary School was
denied press credentials for the
inauguration ceremony. The
Presidential Inaugural Committee
decided to step in, offering him
credentials to the inaugural
welcoming event, the parade and
a children's concert that will be
aired on live television.
P r es idential Inaugura l
Co m mittee s poke sperson,
Melanie Roussell, says Damon
will be the only student reporter

receiving inaugural credentials.
In a statement, she tells
NewsChannel 5, “Damon is a
shining example of engaging
young people in the government
process early and we look
forward to seeing him as a roving
reporter during the inaugural ceremonies.”
Damon plans to be very busy,
saying, “It's gonna be a lot of
work but all that work will pay
off.” As he documents each
historic moment, he's not giving
up on his dream of interviewing
Barack Obama. He says receiving
press passes after being denied is
proof that anything is possible.
Damon explains, “My mother
always taught me to never give
up; to shoot for your dreams. So, I
never gave up about the press cre-

Damon Weaver

dentials and now I have them.”
And now he's confident he'll
get a one-on-one with the
president-elect. He says, “I still
have hope and I think I will get
the interview. You always have
to think positive.”
To help Damon Weaver land
that interview, he asks supporters
to go to change.gov to e-mail
Barack Obama on his behalf.

Former Miss FAMU
Kimberly Brown Selected To
Participate In The 2009
Miss Black U.S.A. Pageant

TALLAHASSEE – Kimberly
Brown,
a
Florida A&M
University graduate and former
Miss FAMU 2005-06, was
recently selected as the reigning
Miss Black Alabama USA 2009.
She will serve in the Miss Black
U.S.A. Pageant Aug. 2009 in
Washington. Competing in this
National Pageant will give
Kimberly an opportunity to vie for
$20,000 in scholarship funds,

which would be tremendously
helpful toward her quest to enroll
in a doctoral program in history in
the fall of 2009.
“I’m so thankful to Florida
A&M University for providing
me with the academic training and
unique experiences that have
helped to prepare me for life as a
young professional,” said Brown.
Brown, 24 and a Montgomery,
Ala. native, obtained both her B.S.

in public relations and master’s of
applied social science in history at
FAMU.
Miss Black U.S.A. is a scholarship-based organization. It is the
mission of the Miss Black U.S.A.
Pageant to provide educational
opportunities to outstanding
young women of color and to
develop the “whole woman mind,
body and spirit.”

U.S. Congressman
Kendrick B. Meek Formally
Announces Run For Florida's
Open U.S. Senate Seat

MIAMI GARDENS –
Congressman Kendrick B.
Meek (D-FL) announced this
morning that he is running for
Florida's open U.S. Senate seat
in 2010.
Joined by his family
ou t s i d e h i s h o m e i n
North Miami-Dade County,
Congressman Meek laid out
his vision for the future of
Florida by emphasizing his
commitment to alleviating
current problems such as the
increase
of
foreclosures
throughout Florida, rising
unemployment rates, the loss
of senior citizens' retirement
funds, ending the war in Iraq,
and
resolving
healthcare
inequalities.
“Public service and a commitment to make a better life
for the people of Florida has
been my mission. I've given
Florida a strong voice on the
powerful House Ways and
Means Committee and was
appointed by the Speaker
of t h e U . S . H o u s e o f
Representatives to the House
Leadership,” said Meek. "But
never in my lifetime, have the
people of Florida been faced
with so many big problems.
Our state needs bold leadership
at every level and that and it is
why I've made the decision to
run as a candidate for the
United States Senate. This race
is not about me — it is about

Floridians. I am running for
Florida and I am asking
Floridians to run with us in this
race."
“Thanks to the leadership
of President-elect Obama,
change
has
come
to
Washington. But it won't be
easy. There will be opposition
from many powerful forces
who have stopped us before.
We cannot let obstructionists
stand in the way of helping
the people of Florida,” Meek
added. “I want to be a fighter
for Florida with a strong voice
that won't let the special
interests stand in the way of
what's right. Too many in our
country are hurting. Too much
is at stake. We have no time to
waste."
Meek was first elected to
public office at the age of 27.
He is currently serving in his
fourth term in the U.S. House
of Representatives. Meek is
the lone Democratic Floridian
sitting on the powerful House
Ways and Means Committee, a
member of the Democratic
Steering
and
Policy
Committee and also serves on
the NATO Parliamentary
Assembly. Meek is the cochair of Speaker Pelosi's “30Something” Working Group,
which articulates Democratic
positions to the public on
critical issues before the U.S.
Congress.

Kendrick B. Meek

Prior to his election to the
U.S. Congress, Meek served
eight years in the Florida
House and Senate and was a
captain in the Florida Highway
Patrol. He graduated from the
Miami-Dade Public School
System and received his
bachelor's degree from Florida
Agricultural and Mechanical
University.
Meek is married to the
former Leslie Dixon of
Brooklyn, for 17 years, and
they have two children, Lauren
and Kendrick Jr. Meek is the
son of former Congresswoman
Carrie P. Meek.
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NATIONAL NEWS
Days Before
Historic Inauguration,
Congressional Black Caucus
Savors Greater Power

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

WASHINGTON (NNPA) –
The 41 member Congressional
Black Caucus, which often
describes itself as the “conscience of the Congress”, is
anticipating a power surge next
week as one of its former
members takes the oath of office
as president of the United States.
“As I stand here today, I can
tell you with certainty that these
41
members
of
the
Congressional Black Caucus recognizes that this is our moment,”
said U. S. Rep. Barbara Lee, the
new chairwoman of the 40-yearold caucus at the group’s ceremonial swearing in last week.
Recalling the mission of the
13 founding members of the
CBC as being “to achieve greater
equity for persons of African
decent”, Lee, of California, told
the audience of hundreds in the
new Capitol Visitors Center, “As
we change the course of our
country and as we confront the
economy and as we continue
moving forward, we will
continue their legacy in working
day and night to make this a
better and more secure world for
our children.”
Then U. S. Sen. Barack
Obama served as a member of
the Congressional Black Caucus
with a consistent record of 100
percent on the NAACP Civil
Rights report card. It is often said
that he must now govern the
nation as a president - not as a
“Black president.”
Agreeing members of the
CBC, interviewed by the NNPA
News Service at a reception
following the Jan. 6 swearing in,
said, “As they push legislation to
improve the plight of Blacks in
America, they will be emboldened by the support of the
president – because of his principles, not because of his race.”
“It
challenges
the
Congressional Black Caucus
because now more than ever,
America will recognize that there
are three branches of govern-

ment, the executive, the judicial
and the legislative; the legislature
being the initiator of ideas,” says
Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee (DTexas). “It will be very good to
compliment the leadership of
President Obama to have ideas
coming from the Caucus - ideas
and solutions to problems,
working on the dream that is still
a work in progress.”
For too long, certain tenets of
American democracy, such as
“freedom and justice for all”
have been recited but not fully
realized”, says Rep. Bobby Scott
(D-Va.). He ticked off a list of
issues that will need immediate
attention.
“Health
care,
jobs,
education…getting serious about
reducing crime. We have a lot of
work to do and we look forward
to working with President
Obama and, we will work enthusiastically to solve these
problems,” says Scott.
Black political observers will
also watch closely to see what
will happen with legislation on
predatory
lending,
police
profiling and misconduct, sentencing disparities, affirmative
action and other areas of public
policy that have largely remained
stagnant.
The CBC was founded in
Jan. of 1969 when 13 AfricanAmerican representatives of the
77th Congress formed the
Democratic Select Committee.
The committee was renamed the
Congressional Black Caucus in
1971. Founding members of the
CBC were Reps. Shirley
Chisholm (N.Y.), William Clay
(Mo.), George Collins Ill, John
Conyers
(Mich.),
Ronald
Dellums (Calif.), Charles Diggs
(Mich.), Augustus Hawkins
(Calif.), Ralph Metcalfe Ill,
Parren Mitchell (Md.), Robert
Nix (Pa.), Charles Rangel (N.Y.),
Louis Stokes (Ohio) and
Delegate Walter Fauntroy (D.C.).
Forty years later two of the
CBC founding members are
chairing two of the most
powerful
committees
in

Congress. Rep. John Conyers,
known as the “dean” of the CBC,
chairs the House Judiciary
Committee and Rep. Charlie
Rangel chairs the House Ways
and Means Committee. Two
other CBC members who chairs
House committees are Rep.
Bennie Thompson (D-Miss.) of
the
Homeland
Security
Committee and Edolphus Towns,
who chairs the House Oversight
Committee. In addition, 15 subcommittee chairs are CBC
members.
House majority whip, U. S.
Rep. Jim Clyburn (D-S.C.), is
currently the highest-ranking
African-American in Congress.
The growing power of the
CBC is clearly bolstered by
Democratic majorities in both
houses.
“This will be an outstanding
year in the history of our great
nation,” Clyburn told the
audience at the swearing in. He
introduced House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi as a “strong, steely,
petite woman”.
Pelosi told the Caucus, “Here
we are in this incredible-incredible time with all the good work,
all of the inspiration and all of the
volition, leading the challenge
with much work undone, laying
the foundation for two weeks.
Barack Obama for president of
the United States.”
The audience burst into
applause.
“This is a great opportunity
and I think we’ll take advantage
of it,” said Rep. Al Green (DTexas) at the reception.
Rep. G. K. Butterfield (DN.C.), newly elected CBC
secretary, was emphatic: “The
CBC has the tremendous responsibility to expose and confront
the disparities that hurt our
community,” Butterfield said in a
statement “With a solid
Democratic majority and a
powerful ally occupying The
White House, the AfricanAmerican community can expect
us to be relentless in our effort to
empower our community.”

President-Elect Obama To Host
Bipartisan Dinners Honoring
McCain, Powell And Biden
Dinners on Eve of Inauguration to Highlight Commitment
to Bipartisan Cooperation and Accomplishment

WA S H I N G T O N - As
part of an Inauguration for
all Americans, the 2009
Presidential Inaugural
Committee announced a series
of bipartisan dinners to take
place on Monday, Jan. 19, the
eve of Inauguration Day.
Each of the three dinners
will honor an American whose
lifetime of public service has
been enhanced by a dedication
to bipartisan achievement: Sen.
John McCain, Gen. Colin L.
Powell, USA (Ret.), and Vice
President-elect Joe Biden.
Attending will be leaders in

Congress from both sides of the
aisle and Americans from
across the country of both
parties.
On the eve of an historic
transfer of power, the dinners
serve to highlight Presidentelect Obama's commitment to
renewing America's promise
via bipartisan accomplishment.
“In these times of great
challenge and great change,
leadership requires rising above
the same old narrow partisanship,” said President-elect
Obama. “Each of these distinguished Americans has spent

his life in service to his country,
at each and every moment
placing the interests of America
before issues of political party.
That is precisely the spirit of
common purpose we need as
we begin the work ahead.”
The dinners will take place
at the National Building
Museum, Union Station and the
Hilton Washington. Tickets are
required and press will be pool
only.
For the latest information
o n t h e 2 0 0 9 P res i d en t i al
In au g u rat i o n , p l eas e v i s i t
www.pic2009.org.

Martin Luther King III: ‘We’ve
Got To Roll Up Our Sleeves’
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

WASHINGTON (NNPA) –
On the verge of commemorating the Martin Luther King
National Holiday on Jan. 19,
Martin Luther King III,
declared “We’ve got to roll up
our sleeves” during what he
describes as “a very special
period in the history of our
nation and world.”
Speaking last week to the
ceremonial swearing in of the
Congressional Black Caucus,
King says, “America must
remind itself that despite the
historic swearing in of the
nation’s first Black president”,
Jan. 20, “my father’s dream
has not been fulfilled even
though a significant aspect of
that dream has been fulfilled.”
Sitting aside a prepared
speech King III, now a human
rights leader in his own right,
spoke from his heart as he
stood before the Capitol Hill
audience of hundreds, thinking
of his father, who was assassinated April 4, 1968 and his
mother who died of cancer Jan.
30, 2006.

“I cannot say exactly what
my father and mother would
say but, I know they’re looking
down on us smiling,” said
King, founder and president of
‘Realizing the Dream’, a nonprofit advocacy organization
for the poor. Then he laid out
the bare facts:
“But, as long as there are
37 plus million people living in
poverty, the dream will not be
fulfilled; as long as we live in a
nation where 47 plus million
people have no health
insurance, the dream has not
been fulfilled, as long as we
live in a nation where the
criminal justice system has
millions of people and just
about 50-50 percent of those
people are people of color, the
dream will not be fulfilled,” he
told the vigorously applauding
audience. “We still have work
to do but the wonderful thing is
we can make it happen. Where
there is great challenge, there
is also great opportunity.”
Referring to the historic
inauguration of PresidentElect Barack Obama King
said, “Our nation is getting
ready to move in a most

powerful direction in the most
positive way.”
King also added, “We’ve
got to roll up our sleeves.”
Had he lived, Dr. King
would be 80 years old Jan. 15
this year. Listening to King III
speak were civil rights icons
U. S. Rep. John Lewis D-Ga.
and Dr. Dorothy Height,
president emeritus of the
National Council of Negro
Women, both of whom
marched on Washington with
Dr. King Aug. 28, 1963, where
he rendered the famous “I
Have a Dream” speech. Both
Lewis and Height received
rousing
applause
when
acknowledged by King III.
King pointed out that it
was the principles for which
they stood that made them
great. He encouraged the CBC
and the audience to remember
those principles as outlined
succinctly by Dr. King in
several of his speeches. King
quoted his father saying, “The
ultimate measure of a person is
not where they stand in times
of comfort and convenience
but where they stand in times
of challenge and controversy.”

Switching From
Analog To Digital-Only TV
Impacts Less Fortunate

BY DOROTHY ROWLEY
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM
THE AFRO-AMERICAN
NEWSPAPERS

WASHINGTON (NNPA) For people who rely on “rabbit
ears’’ or antennas to watch
their favorite TV programs,
time is running out—particularly in communities of color
and for people living on fixed
incomes as they are appearing
to be the least prepared when
the country converts next
month from analog to digitalonly broadcasting.
The Feb.17 conversion
touted on one hand as the
nation’s biggest changeover
since the introduction of
decimal currency has been
criticized as a public sham.
A current Black Agenda
Report (BAR) claims not only
did the public not have a say in
the matter but also the conversion is but a mere opportunity
for big media corporations to
engage in a monopoly.
BAR also says that with a
value of $80 billion, the 5,000
new channels that accompany
the conversion will become
the “quasi property’’ of the
same corporations that already
hold the licenses for all of
American TV.
“Corporate media and
their accomplices at the
Federal
Communications
Commission may have pulled
off the biggest public rip off
since Congress conspired to
grant millions of acres to the
railroad barons,’’ the report
states.
Nonetheless, the switch is
slated to spawn significant

improvements in TV viewing
that include better picture
quality and sound while
making more space available
on the airways for public
safety communications.
At the same time, the
change could signal a setback
for millions of individuals and
families who - unable to afford
cable television - have become
accustomed to their rooftop
antennas.
Those who fail to convert
in time will not be able to get a
picture on their TVs and may
have to purchase a converter
box or an updated set.
As a result, the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights
(LCCR) believes the transition, in which all TV stations
in the country have been
federally mandated to discontinue use of their analog
systems, will bring about an
even wider divide between the
“haves” and “have nots.”
Especially, observers note,
when it was largely the votes
of the latter that helped
President-elect Barack Obama
get to the White House. They
contend that those among
them without digital service
will probably not keep track of
his progress.
A study conducted this
past fall by the Nielson
Company showed that 12.5
percent of African American
households and 13 percent of
Hispanic households that were
using analog TVs were not
ready for the digital conversion.
The study also found that
households with annual
incomes of $25,000 or less

were five times more likely to
be unprepared for the conversion than households earning
more than $75,000.
Further, if the required
digital TV programming
would go into effect today,
Nielson noted that some 12.6
million households would
have at least one TV that
would no longer work.
Additionally, a consumer
survey released after the
Nielsen report stated that
millions of people remained
confused about how to prepare
for the transition. According to
the Web site TgDaily.com, to
address their concerns and
make the issue clear, many TV
stations are launching preview
tests that will occur during
normal news and prime time
programming.
During the test, if the TV
goes to snow or shows no
signal, a converter box will be
needed.
LCCR says that to that
end, it’s also crucial for public
officials as well as corporate
and community officials to
join forces and inform people
with analog sets how and
where they can obtain
converter boxes.
Depending on the television, converter boxes cost
between $40 and $70.
The government however,
is sponsoring a conversion
assistance program in which
households can receive two
$40 coupons for the purchase
of converter boxes.
For more information,
visit www.dtv2009.gov or call
1-888-388-2009.

ARE YOU ATTENDING THE PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION? THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Call us or email us with your photographs and stories. Be a part of print history with The Weekly Challenger.
Call 727-896-2922 or email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com • Deadline Noon Wednesday 1/21/09
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

(727) 894-4311

912 3RD AVENUE NORTH- ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
BETHEL1894@KNOLOGY.NET

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

BREAKFAST MINISTRY……………..SUNDAY 8:00 A.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL ………………………….9:00 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP………………………10:30 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY……………………TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
YOUTH CHURCH …………… MON & WED 5:30 P.M.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

“THERE’S A PLACE FOR YOU IN THE AME CHURCH”

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
2401 – 5th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-5228
www.spreadinghopeonline.org
Sunday Services:

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.
Praise & Worship Service . . . 10:30 a.m.

Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Wednesday Services:

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study) . . 7:00 p.m.

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

(727) 686-9356

www.abundant-harvest.org

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

REVEREND DAVID L.
AND DOROTHY
CONNELLY

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship .................................11:00 a.m.
Communion ..................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation.....................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting ............7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study..................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study .......7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Pastor Clark
Wednesday Tutoring .......................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Hazley, Sr.
Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

YOUR CHURCH
DIRECTORY AD
COULD BE HERE!

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

Call TODAY!!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church
900 - 16th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Bishop
Raymond T.
Baker, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ...............................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship..................................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

THE ROCK

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

OF

SERVICES

Sunday

Bro. Robert Smith

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church
2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Advertise in the
Church Directory!
CALL
727-896-2922

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday ..............7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship
Sunday School. .......................................9:30 A.M.

Wednesday.................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday ......................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Call Today!
Don’t wait!

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Your Church Ad

could be HERE!

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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